
MINUTES 
ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 
JULY 15, 2019 

 
 
2019-98 CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
The Alpine Township Board of Trustees held a regular meeting on Monday, July 15, 2019 at the 
Alpine Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321 with due notice. 
Supervisor Greg Madura called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. Present were Supervisor Greg Madura, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend and 
Trustees Ron Cordes, Rob Scheidel, Bill Schweitzer, and Mike Wahlfield. 
 
The Treasurer offered one change to the Minutes of June 17, 2019 on Page 4.  The motion in section 
2019-91 needs to be corrected to state that the escrow balance must be maintained at $1,500.  The 
Treasurer handed out copies of the Fund Balance Report for May 2019 to Board members.   
 
A motion was offered by Townsend and supported by Schweitzer to approve the Consent 
Agenda and regular Agenda with the changes noted to the June 17, 2019 Minutes.  The 
motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
2019-99 CONSIDERATION OF VOUCHERS 
 
Schweitzer offered a motion, with support from M. Wahlfield, to approve the payment of 
vouchers for the period 06/19/19 through 07/16/19 including the list of additional vouchers 
provided at this meeting.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
2019-100 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Ted Wallace, 4296 Laura NW, commented on the construction taking place on Lamoreaux Road 
and the extreme bump coming off Alpine Avenue onto the base coat asphalt.  Wallace commented 
on the property which the Township has cleaned up previously which is located at 608 10 Mile 
Road NW. 
 
2019-101 COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
Planning Commission: Cordes – The Commission held a public hearing and approved a day care 
center at the New Chapel Church located at 1035 Four Mile Road NW.  Property located at 393 and 
429 6 Mile Road was recommended for rezoning to R-1, Low Density Residential.  The Planning 
Commission discussed the driveway improvements at the Kenowa Hills High School. 
Zoning Board of Appeals: Schweitzer – Wal-Mart applied for a variance to the sign ordinance and 
the request was denied.   



 Approved -  Alpine Township Board Meeting Minutes 
July 15, 2019    Page 2 of 5 

 
Historical Commission: Schweitzer – The Committee will resume holding their once a month 
programs in September.     
Sewer & Water: Madura – Work continues on the Lamoreaux Drive sewer and water 
improvement project. On July 3, 2019 unexpected repairs took place to the sewer line on 
Netherfield Drive.  The NKSA recently repaired the lift station on Four Mile Road NW.  Work 
continues on the draft agreement and contract with Wolverine World Wide to accept water from the 
old tannery site in Rockford   
Parks & Recreation: Madura – Soccer and softball events are taking place and going well.  
Library: Martz – She was not present and the Board received the Alpine Branch report for June. 
 
 
2019-102 FINAL READING – REZONING #19-01 – 393 6 MILE ROAD AND  
  429 SIX MILE ROAD TO R-1 
 
The Planning Commission has recommended approval of a rezoning request for properties located 
at 393 6 Mile Road NW and 429 6 Mile Road NW.  The recommended zoning is R-1, Low Density 
Residential and is in conformance with the 2015 Master Plan.   
 
A motion was offered by Townsend, with support from Cordes, to approve Rezoning #19-01 
for 393 6 Mile Road NW (41-09-24-451-012 consisting of 0.51 acres) and 429 6 Mile Road NW 
(41-09-24-376-043 consisting of 1.18 acres) to R-1, Low Density Residential and to order 
publication.  The motion carried unanimously 7-0 in a roll call vote.   
 
 
2019-103 ABANDONED ACRES FARM HAUNTED ATTRACTION – REQUEST 
  FOR EXCEPTION FROM NOISE ORDINANCE 
 
The Township Board has received a request from Frank and Amy Stabile for an exception to the 
Township noise ordinance for property located at 7737 Fruit Ridge Avenue NW.  The Stabile’s are 
planning on opening an Abandoned Acres Farm Haunted Attraction for certain dates and times in 
September and October including Halloween night.  They are requesting an exception to the noise 
ordinance as they will be using loud speakers located within the crop maze/trail.   
 
Frank and Amy Stabile presented information about the attraction and reviewed the location map 
they submitted.  They did a test of the loud speakers in the winter and will not point them toward 
the road.  They are willing make adjustments if necessary and if complaints are received at the 
Township.  They have contacted the K.C. Road Commission about their driveway exit from Fruit 
Ridge and the Alpine Fire Department. 
 
The Board discussed the request with the Treasurer suggesting that the Stabile’s contact their 
neighbors regarding the attraction.   
 
A motion was offered by Cordes, with support from Schweitzer, to approve the requested 
exception to the Township Noise Ordinance No. 09-04, Section, 5, Item #5 for a period of one 
year. The motion carried 7-0.      
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2019-104 CONSUMERS ENERGY – APPROVAL OF CONTRACT AND  
  RESOLUTION FOR STANDARD LIGHTING CONTACT 
  LED LIGHT CHANGE OVER 
 
Consumers Energy continues to work on their program to change street lights to efficient LED 
fixtures. Two contracts have been submitted to the Township to review and approve for signature.  
The Board noted that the request is similar to ones received last year. 
 
Townsend offered a motion, with support from Scheidel, to approve the two contracts 
presented by Consumers Energy for new LED light fixtures and to authorize the Clerk to sign 
the documents on behalf of the Township.  The motion carried 7-0.   
 
 
2019-105 ADDITIONAL PROPOSED ROAD WORK FOR 2019 
 
Planner Becker supplied her memo dated July 12, 2019 regarding $50,000 of leftover funds which 
were previously approved for roadwork in the Township.  Last fall the Board approved spending 
$252,000 in 2019 and the work has been completed with a balance of $50,000 remaining.  The K.C. 
Road Commission has asked to expend the leftover $50,000 and identified two projects.  It was 
noted that the work is contingent upon the contractor agreeing to do the additional work.  The Board 
discussed the two projects presented. 
 
A motion was offered by Schweitzer, with support from M. Wahlfield, to approve two 
additional road improvement projects in 2019 which are a partial depth resurfacing (single 
course of 1.5 inches remove and replace) on Torrey Pines, Montauk, and Shinnecock Hills for 
a cost of $32,500 to the Township and a second road improvement project to do a full depth 
reconstruction (3 inches remove and replace) on Laura Street for a cost of $15,000.  The 
motion carried unanimously 7-0.        
 
 
2019-106 DISCUSSION – MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENTS WITH 
  PLAINFIELD CHARTER TOWSHIP – 425 AGREEMENT 
  CONDITIONAL LAND TRANSTER 
 
Planner Becker submitted a report dated July 11, 2019 regarding the topic of municipal boundary 
adjustments with Plainfield Charter Township. Four properties are currently bisected by the 
municipal lines of Alpine Township and Plainfield Charter Township. A 425 Agreement will 
transfer property from one municipality to another so that each parcel will only lie in one of the 
Township’s. A working draft of a 425 Agreement between Alpine and Plainfield was supplied to 
Board members along with maps and legal descriptions for each parcel.  The topic of changing 
municipal property lines has been discussed in the past and was recently bought again up by the 
owner of property located at 24 Lamoreaux Drive NW in a letter dated April 9, 2019. Property 
owners will need to be approached about the proposed change and to discuss the impacts of the 
proposed changes. A public hearing will also take place before the 425 Agreement can be 
implemented.   



 Approved -  Alpine Township Board Meeting Minutes 
July 15, 2019    Page 4 of 5 

 
 
Board members noted that it makes sense to clean up the municipal property lines so that each 
parcel will entirely be located in one Township or the other.  It will simplify matters for the property 
owners as well as the Township’s.   
 
It was the consensus of Board members to move forward with the project and 425 Agreement 
between Alpine Township and Plainfield Charter Township to adjust municipal boundaries for 4 
properties that are bisected by a municipal line.   
 
 
2019-107 FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
Board members received department run numbers for the month of June 2019. 
 
The Chief provided equipment and maintenance updates.     
 
The Fire Chief presented information about the new full time fire fighter job posting, duties, and 
policy. He explained job will be posted internally and fill some of the personnel voids within the 
department. The weekly work schedule will be laid out in a way that the new full time fire fighter 
will work every other weekend and work 40 hours per week.  With any new position the work 
schedule may need to be adjusted in the future. The new firefighter will need to come into the job as 
a fully training firefighter.  Board members and the Chief discussed the information presented. 
 
A motion as offered by Townsend, with support from Scheidel, approve the job description 
and job posting for the new full time firefighter position pending the review of the Township 
Attorney.  The motion carried unanimously 7-0.  
 
 
2019 -108 PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Frank Stabile, 7737 Fruit Ridge Avenue NW, thanked the Board for exempting his Abandoned 
Acres Farm Haunted Attraction from the noise ordinance for one year. He provided a flyer 
regarding his attraction and noted that volunteer positions are available.   
  
 
2019-109 SUPERVISOR’S REPORT, BOARD COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Supervisor stated that he will be getting a request out to accept snowplowing bids for all the 
Township properties soon.  He supplied Board members with a request for bid sheet that included 
location information for the various properties and listed the sidewalks that will need snow removal 
service for the upcoming season.  The Treasurer suggested that an “insufficient” performance clause 
must be part of any contract. Additionally the contract would be for one year with a second year 
option. 
 
Supervisor Madura stated that the topic of paving the private roads Jeremy and Samantha Drives 
has once again been brought to his attention.  Previously the Board was presented with a request to 
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consider a Special Assessment District (SAD) to assist residents and be a mechanism to help 
residents pay for a paving project. The residents on Jeremy and Samantha Drive need to work 
together to create a solution to address repaving their roads along undertaking further discussions 
with the adjacent Somerset Meadows condo association.   
 
The Treasurer explained that he has invested additional sewer funds in 5/3 Bank due to a better 
interest rate.  He also noted that due to changes within the CDBG program the Township may be 
covering some costs for para-transit in the future.   
 
A motion was offered by Townsend, with support from Schweitzer, to adjourn this meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
________________________________              ______________________________ 
Jean Wahlfield, Clerk        Greg Madura, Supervisor 
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